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marks relating to Office Action dated December 11. 2004. per Office Action dated September 19. 2005 

Jl Reply to the Response to the Amendment dated September 19, 2005 
^Application serial number 10/715,224, Sheet Music Helper (Sheet Music Retaining Device) 

Following is my Reply, as directed in the Office Action dated September 19, 2005, relating to 
an earlier Reply to the Office Action dated December 11, 2004. That earlier Reply included a 
substitute Specification, substitute Drawings, and other items listed in the accompanying 
Transmittal Form, but omitted, in error, a necessary section of a reply responding to each 
objection. This Reply, in effect, serves as a supplement to the previous Reply: herein each 
objection is responded to. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Objections to the Specification under 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) is overcome by the following: Prior 
art is now itemized in an Information Disclosure Statement submitted with the response, dated 
April 11,2005. 

Specification 

Objections to the Specification under 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) are overcome by amendment to 
wording in the Specification in the replacement Specification, dated April 11, 2005. 

Drawings 

Objections to drawings under 37 CFR 1.83(a) has been overcome by submission of 
replacement drawings, dated April 1 1, 2005, that show all features mentioned. 

Claims 

Objections to claims under 37 CFR 1.83(a), 1.121(d), 1.84(c) are overcome by reduction of 
the numbers of claims to relate to the invention, as illustrated in the drawings and by amended 
wording of the claims, in the substitute Specification, dated April 11, 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Objections to claims under 37 U.S.C. i 12 enabUng requirement are overcome by: 

1 . Submission of replacement drawings and amended accompanying text to describe the 
subject matter in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or 
with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

2. Removal of extraneous descriptive elements. 

3. Amendment of claims to state distinctly the subject matter regarded as the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Objection to claims vmder 37 U.S.C. 102 are overcome by the following: 

The Biasini patent No. 5,356,109 referred to as anticipating claims 1,7,8 of the original patent 
application dated 1 1/15/2003 makes the following relevant claims: 
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1 . Provides a "forwardly facing sheet support surface" for sheet material on the music 
stand (claiml.d.i. and it's dependent claims, and claim 9,a and 9.f.i. and their 
dependent claims, and claim 17.c.i. and its dependent claims.) 

2. The Patent claims a "plurality of panels" (All claims: see claim l.b.i. and 9.a. or 
IT.a.i.. All other claims are dependent on these) or a "plurality of at least semi-rigid 
panel plate portions" (claims 7 and 15) 

3. The patent refers to itself as "a stand extender", i.e. "having a lateral length dimension 
greater than the lateral dimension of the sheet support section of the stand" (claim 1 .b. 
and I.e. and all dependent claims, and claim 9 and 9.f.iii. and all dependent claims, 
and claim 17 and 17d. and all dependent claims.) 

4. Some of the claims include "at least one pocket member positioned on a surface of at 
least one extender portion comprising one of said panel sections and its related flange 
section, to receive a sheet material" (claims 4, 5, 12, 13, 20, 21). 

5. Some of the claims include a "retaining member extending laterally along a back 
surface portion of said extender and positioned to engage said back support of the 
stand to restrain said extender from moving away from said back support." (claims 6, 
14, 22) 

Distinctive Elements of the Sheet Music Retaining Device from the Biasini Stand Extender 
are: 

1 . It claims a removable device with both forward facing sheet retaining methods and a 
backward facing sheet retaining method, and additionally holds writing implements to 
the back of the music stand, (all claims) 

2. It claims no multiplicity of panels. 

3. It claims no flange portion. 

4. It claims a downward facing sleeve construct (claim2 and all dependent claims) 

5. Dependent claims include a noise-muffling piece of fabric (claims 3 & 5) 

6. Dependent claim includes use of a removably attached strap to retain sheet material 
(claim 4) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
Objection to claims under 37 U.S.C. 103 are overcome by the following: 

All of the objections in this section relate to features introduced in prior patents being 
obviously appUed to modify the Biasini Patent that, in Claim Rejection 35 USC § 102, in its 
entirety, was asserted to patent the same invention. As shown above, the Sheet Music Stand 
Retaining Device is not the same invention as the Biasini device. 

Conclusion 

While some individual elements of the Sheet Music Stand Retaining Device patent 
application's claims have been claimed in different previous patents, such as elastic securing a 
book, or a pocket holding items, the use and combination of the features as asserted in these 
claims is not obviously transformed from prior art nor does it a duplicate prior patents. 
Furthermore, the overall design of the Sheet Music Stand Retaining Device is sufficiently 
different in intent, content, and execution so as not to infringe on prior patents. 



Page 2of2 



